
Brethren, 

I am absolutely amazed that a year has passed since I was elected to this high and exalted position. I 
would like to thank everyone in the Toronto East District for allowing me the honour and privilege of being 
your DDGM this year. It is and will always remain the highlight of my masonic career. Thank you all!!  

In June, we had another outstanding event, the 6th Annual Black & White Gala. I can say that everyone in 
attendance had an excellent time. My congratulations go out to the organizing committee. A job very well 
done. 

I would like to thank everyone who came out to celebrate with Todmorden Lodge NO. 647 on June 22nd. 
W. Bro. Michael Luegger put on an outstanding Third Degree and I am sure not only the candidate will 
remember the evening, all those in attendance will as well.   

With the assistance of R.W. Bro. Gordon Crutcher and Officers of Todmorden Lodge we performed the 
dimming of the lights ceremony at the end of the evening. Truly, a hard piece of ritual to do without feeling 
a great sense of loss and sadness. I would like to acknowledge the Worshipful Master, W. Bro. David 
Mason, for his strength and understanding throughout this process. To the members of Todmorden 
Lodge, may this event be the resurgence of your masonic career, may it bring to light in you that which 
you thought you may have lost. Look further down the road than this final chapter of your lodge. This is a 
new beginning not only for Todmorden members but for the whole district. I am certain that the future is 
still bright for our district. 

On June 28th, Markham Union held their annual strawberry night.  The Senior Wardens group The Quarry 
Men with assistance from members of the Junior Wardens group, the 300, did an excellent second 
degree. I am sure the candidate and all in attendance will always remember the outstanding comradery of 
the night. 

Grand Lodge Annual Communications are from July 17th through to the 20th. There are many different 
seminars available over the three days. Please make sure to check them out. On Wednesday July 19th, 
we will be holding elections for the new DDGM for Toronto East. Our room is the Ontario room on the 
main convention floor. Time for voting is from 4:00 to 4:50. All those eligible to vote, please make sure 
you are there and on time to cast your ballots. The election of a new DDGM is a major stepping stone for 
one of Toronto East’s brothers. Our new leader will need your continuing support for his year. I know, 
based on my experience this year, it will make all the difference to him and his district secretary. 

There are also many hospitality suites that will be on the go. Please remember, you are Masons and act 
accordingly. We are not the only guests at the hotel!  

I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge a couple of the many outstanding people that made this year 
so memorable. To W. Bro. Gordon McHallam, the District Secretary, without whom the year would not 
have been so enjoyable. You are not only my friend but my confidant, voice of reason and sounding 
board, I am in your debt for the hard work you have put in this year, thank you. To R.W. Bro. Bruce N. 
Palanik our district piper, thank you for the unwavering support you have shown not only to myself and 
Gordon, but to the district. You are a man and a Mason to be emulated. To our district photographer, Bro. 
Artem Aloyan, your pictures from the year were outstanding and captured the essence of Masonry in the 
district. Thank you both! 

Brethren, I look forward to greeting you at Grand Lodge. 

May the Great Architect of the Universe look over us all and protect us in all our endeavours. 

Fraternally, 

R.W. Bro. Gerald J. Newall.  

District Deputy Grand Master, Toronto East District 


